A Father's Welcome

Anyone who travels for business will readily tell you that — no matter what the
destination or purpose of the trip — it's always a happy time to return home and to your
loved ones.

Author John Huffman describes one unforgettable moment with his daughter. He had
been away from home for several weeks on an overseas mission trip. When his airplane
landed, he could hardly wait to see his wife and four children, but he and other
passengers were detained in customs for two hours. Finally, the customs officials
allowed Huffman to proceed to the lobby, where hundreds of people were anxiously
waiting for family and friends. Huffman writes:

There was such a press of bodies, | knew | would not be able to pick my children out
until I walked up the ramp, past security, and got out into the open. But my 3-year-old
daughter, who had managed to squeeze B
her way to the front of the crowd, began
screaming at the top of her lungs, “Daddy!
Daddy! That's my daddy!”

She must have shouted that at least five
times, when suddenly she broke free from
the crowd, and bolted past the security
guards, still yelling, “Daddy! Daddy! That’s
my daddy!” She literally flew into my arms
and began kissing and hugging me. What
a welcome! | have never felt so loved and
acknowledged in my life. It was a wonderful, fulfilling moment that even today brings a
warm and happy feeling.

Can you relate to Huffman’s experience? Most of us can — to have those special
moments of reunion, and to feel the love of those who are dear to us.

And that’s how God feels when we come to Him to acknowledge Him as our Father and
to praise Him in worship. We are dear to Him.

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those
who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth (John 4:23-24).

— Beecher Hunter



