
Faith Amidst Grief 
 

As a young man, Joseph Scriven had been engaged to a woman he deeply 
loved. But tragedy struck the night before their wedding when the boat she was 
in capsized and she drowned. In the hope of forgetting the shock, which he never 
did, Scriven left his home in Ireland and went to Canada. 
 
There he taught school and served as a tutor. He chose to live very simply, 
spending his money and strength in generously providing for destitute people. He 
was considered an eccentric by some, yet all he tried to do was obey God’s 
Word as best he could understand it. 
 
In his loneliness, Scriven needed a steadfast friend. Having found that friend in 
Jesus Christ, he wrote these simple words, which movingly express his 
experience: 
 
What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
 
Out of his anguish, Scriven penned a message that has comforted me – and 
perhaps most of you – throughout life. We are grateful for his faith, and for his 
inspiration. Most of all, we, too, can count on that steadfast Friend. 
 
                                                            --Beecher Hunter 
 


