
 
The Great Wall of China was erected in the third century BC as a defense against raids 
by nomadic peoples from the north. 
 

It is a series of fortifications running in general 
east to west through the entire northern part of 
China. Throughout succeeding centuries, 
especially during the Ming dynasty (1368 – 
1644), the Great Wall was repaired and extended 
in length, finally stretching for 4,500 miles. 
 
Centuries before the Great Wall was begun, 
biblical cultures used walls to protect themselves 
from marauders as well as to draw boundaries 
around themselves for purposes of identity. To be 

effective, walls had to be maintained. The slightest foothold in a fortress wall could give 
the enemy a fateful advantage. 
 
Writing on the subject of walls, Dr. David Jeremiah, senior pastor of Shadow Mountain 
Community Church in El Cajon, California, in his book, Turning Points, observes that 
modern armaments have made walls obsolete as defensive structures. “But there is one 
wall that is the Christian’s primary defense against personal destruction: the wall of self-
control. Failure to maintain self-control is like opening the city gates to the enemy, like 
issuing an invitation to the devil and his legions. Make a defensive assessment today, 
and fix what has fallen into disrepair.” 
 
Kingdoms have been lost for want of a strong wall. Don’t let a lack of self-control be the 
ruin of yours. 
 
Whoever has no rule over his own spirit is like a city broken down, without walls 
(Proverbs 25:28). 
 
                        – Beecher Hunter 
 


