
The Power of Ingenuity 
 
Ingenuity is a wonderful quality or characteristic. Some have it in greater 
measure than others. It means “a skill or cleverness in devising or combining; 
inventiveness.” It is certainly an ability called into use in the work of Life Care, 
Century Park or Life Care at Home. 
 
Recently, I read a story of a person who showed his ingenuity. 
 
During World War I, a Protestant chaplain with the American troops in Italy 
became a friend of a local Roman Catholic priest. In time, the chaplain moved on 
with his unit and was killed. The priest heard of his death and asked military 
authorities if the chaplain could be buried in the cemetery behind his church. 
Permission was granted. 
 
But the priest ran into a problem with his own Catholic church authorities. They 
were sympathetic, but they said they could not approve of the burial of a non-
Catholic in a Catholic cemetery. So the priest buried his friend just outside the 
cemetery fence. 
 
Years later, a war veteran who knew what had happened returned to Italy and 
visited the old priest. The first thing he did was ask to see the chaplain’s grave. 
To his surprise, he found the grave inside the fence. 
 
“Ah,” he said, “I see you got permission to move the body.” 
 
”No,” answered the priest. “They told me where I couldn’t bury the body. But 
nobody told me I couldn’t move the fence.” 
 
So, today or this week, when you run into an obstacle or barrier that prohibits you 
from doing something that morally and legally should be done, just find a way to 
move the fence. 
 
                                                            --Beecher Hunter 
 


